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In Listening to the World, Helen Fox explores why
students from other cultures often find it difficult to
learn academic writing and understand its purpose in
the U.S. university. Drawing upon systematic
conversations with students, Fox discusses how their
writing is influenced by cultures where people
communicate indirectly and holistically, value the
wisdom of the past, and downplay the individual in
favor of the group. Based on the author's observations
as a teacher-researcher and on interviews with
students from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, this
study looks at what happens to undergraduate and
graduate students — some of them mid-career
professionals who are published writers in their own
countries — when they try to modity their writing and
thinking styles to produce analytical papers in the °
Western context. No comparable book on the market ® 9049 o
addresses the difficuities of both international and UsS. e e 8.. e o

students - and does so with sustained and empathetic .' .of :0 *
focus on underlying cultural differences. Listeningto ® ’ e o
the World is a valuable resource for all university “ }. . °
teachers and academic advisers who wark with ©® ® e @ *
students from diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds ‘.x " !:
National Council of Teachers of English @ i % "‘ . ¢ g
1111 W. Kenyon Road ° ... ® 00 %
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